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1. Identification of the Property 


a. Country — Israel 
b. State, Province or Region — The north district, Western Galilee area 


c. Name of Property — The old city of Acre 
d. Exact location on map — 32° 55’ North 35° 04’ East 


e. Maps and plan showing boundary of area — see page 4,5 


Six. Area of property proposed for inscription — 63.3 ha, buffer zone area 22.99 
ha. 


* The buffer zone area presented in the following sections is on a proposal level 


that is currently under discussion in the different committees. 
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2. Justification for inscription 


a. Statement of significance 


The old city of Acre is a fine example of a currently inhabited historic town of 
outstanding universal value. 

The city embodies numerous riches that come to represent it as a whole. It is a living 
vibrant port city enclosed by fortified walls, which also bears witness to two different 
long-vanished cultures. 

The underground Crusader City is a remnant of the peak of the Crusader era in the 
Holy Land whilst Acre was its capital. The Crusader City was highly preserved in a 
unique way by being buried for hundreds of years. 

On both the cultural and architectural levels, the city can teach us a lot about the 
influence and interaction between the cultures of east and west during those times. 
The Ottoman City has remained relatively unchanged for the last 150-300 years and it 
is an outstanding example of a typical city in the Ottoman Empire. 

It is also remarkable due to its very high level of authenticity and integrity. Not 
having been affected by the industrial era, its spatial organization and structure has 
remained largely unaffected, and the function of the majority of its buildings 
correlates to their original use. 

The old city of Acre is a medium sized city eminently suitable for pedestrian 
navigation. This fact has contributed in the past and continues to contribute much to 


its conservation, due to the influence on its thoroughfare system. 
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The different values of the city can be further demonstrated in the following aspects: 


The Geographical aspect 


With a unique sheltered cove, Acre’s port was once one of the most important in the 
region. Being so positioned on an international trade route, Acre stands at the 
extremity of the route between Asia in the east, via Damascus, the Golan plateau and 
the Galilee down to its Mediterranean Sea shores, and with a natural port, Acre 
developed into an important Middle East trade center. The town acted as a market and 
port for exporting the produce of the fertile lands that surround it. 

Acre developed as a walled city on a narrow peninsula of land. A fact that strongly 
influenced its style, economic development and architecture. Since it was confined on 
the peninsula, the city evolved during the ages in layers. In addition to archaeological 
findings on land, archaeologists have discovered remnants from various periods under 
the sea, such as gravel quarry, sea wall, towers and sunken vessels together with their 


Cargoes. 
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The Urban and Architectural Aspect 
Acre’s urban uniqueness stems from it being a walled city built of two levels; The 


Crusader level below, being mainly subterranean and above it the Ottoman level. 


The Crusader City: 
Surrounded by a fortified wall, the city was divided into quarters according to the 
ecclesiastical orders and the merchant cities of Europe, whose representatives settled 
there at the time of the Crusades. Each quarter was a self-governed autonomous 
entity, closed and fortified. The Crusader City contained a network of streets running 
along its length and breadth. The city is abundant with monuments of the Hospitallers 
and Templars, there were citadels, churches, workshops, bathhouses, dwellings, 
covered streets, drainage tunnels, and systems of hideaway passages. 

The Crusader city has only been partly excavated but due to the quantity of findings 
and their good state of preservation, much has already been learned about the fabric of 
its urban life at that time and about Crusader building technology and the materials 
used. 

The style of Western architecture 
was changing from Romanesque to 
Gothic at the period of the crusader 
kingdom, and this change is 
reflected in the buildings of Acre. 
Recently excavated buildings are 
an example of the changing styles 
and the consolidation of the Gothic 


in the 13th century. 
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The Ottoman City: 

The Ottoman City of the 18th and 19th centuries buried the remnants of the 13th 
century Crusader City beneath it, thereby preserving it in an unusual and fascinating 
way. The plan of the underground Crusader City is reflected in the plan of the upper 
Ottoman City that used the crusader buildings as foundations for its new structures. 
The Ottoman City has government buildings, churches, mosques, markets, 
bathhouses, workshops, shops and dwellings. 

The town has preserved a balance between commercial buildings and dwellings free 
of large-scale industry. Tourism blends in with the fabric of daily life, there is small- 
scale commerce and vehicular traffic is limited. It has an authentic urban character 
that has in some ways remained unchanged for the last 300 years. 

The port preserves the characteristics of the city as an eastern seaport city. The port is 
used by the local population as means of livelihood, being used mainly for fishing and 


tourism. 
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The Historical-Archeological aspect 

Acre is one of the oldest cities in the world, continuously inhabited for almost 4000 
years. The first setthement was on the mound known today as Tel Akko (or Tel El 
Fukhar) during the early Bronze Age. The first settlement on the peninsula took place 
during the Hellenistic period in the 3rd century B.C. Twice in history Acre rose from 
being a city of national importance to being of International importance. It was the 
main port for the crusaders in the Holy Land, and during the second crusade period, 


between 1191-1291, it became the capital of the Crusader kingdom. 


The second occasion was in the eighteenth century, when under the rule of Jezar 
Pasha, it became a principle city of northern Israel, the de-facto capital of the Galilee 


and famous around the world due to the defeat of Napoleon before its walls. 
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The Multi-Cultural and Religious Aspect 
Acre has served as a meeting place between East and West. It was the main gateway 
for pilgrims to the Holy Land, resulting in a cultural dialogue between visitors and 


inhabitants. 


During the Crusader period, the city attracted representatives of many cultures, 
military orders and European merchant cities. Each quarter represented its own 
particular foreign order or city whilst at the same time influencing the local culture and 
being influenced by it. Moslem and Jewish merchants settled there as well as the 
Christian merchants that came from various places. 

The ongoing multi-cultural interchange lent the city a special atmosphere, taking on an 
eastern style during the Ottoman period. Adherents of the Bahai faith consider 
attribute holy status to Acre due to the fact that Baha’ullah, the founder of the faith 
spent the last 24 years of his life there and was interred nearby following his death. 
His tomb is a holy site for all Bahai’s. Nowadays Acre houses members of various 
cultures and religions, notably Jews, Moslems and Christians of different 


denominations and also Bahai’s. 
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b. Comparative analysis 


Three similar Mediterranean towns were chosen to be compared with Acre. The first 


is Rhodes that is already listed on the World Heritage List. The second is Famagusta 


(Magussa) and third is Sidon. Famagusta and Sidon do not appear on the World 


Heritage List. All three towns have long histories, and the relevant periods for 


comparison are from the Crusader period onwards. 


Rhodes 


In comparison to Rhodes, Acre has certain unique outstanding characteristics: 


Rhodes was founded after the fall of the Crusaders in the Holy Land and belonged 
only to the order of Hospitallers. Acre was founded during one of the peaks of the 
Crusader period, became the capital of the kingdom and its inhabitants represented 
the full range of Crusader orders, reflecting the story of the Crusades in the Holy 
Land. 

Unlike Acre today Rhodes bears more resemblance to a medieval European city. 
Acre didn’t undergo major restoration projects. 

Acre preserved its characteristics as a residential city and not a commercial 


touristic town. 


Famagusta 
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After the capture and partial destruction of Acre, Famagusta inherited its position 
as the main port for commerce in the region although it never attained either 
Acre’s significance nor its rate of development as in the peak of the period. In fact 
Famagusta represents a city built during the withdrawal process of the Crusaders 
and furthermore was not part of the itinerary of pilgrimages to the Holy Land. 
King Henry the Second that ruled Cyprus from 1285-1324 was also the King of 
the Crusader kingdom in Acre until 1291. As such he made every effort to transfer 


commercial activities from Acre to Famagusta, mostly with success. 
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Today Famagusta seems quite similar to Acre — an example of a walled Ottoman 
port city that has undergone some changes. The essential difference between the 
two cities is that the Crusader City of Famagusta is not preserved in its entirety 
underneath the Ottoman City rather it has been blended with Ottoman structures 


and is therefore only partly apparent. 


Sidon 
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Sidon is a port city to the shores of the Mediterranean sea, that was present from 
ancient times to our present day. Sidon’s and Acre’s similar topographical 
location on a peninsula on the edge of a natural bay, allowed for a similar 
development, and they underwent more or less the same historical processes due 
to their closeness. The differences between the two cities lay in the magnitude of 
the changes. Sidon during the crusader period was an important port, but never 
achieved the status of Acre that rose to be the capital of the crusader kingdom. 
During the Ottoman period Sidon bloomed and thrived but never reached the 
special status of Acre. 

There is also a significant difference in the amount of findings in Sidon when 


compared to Acre, and it is very difficult to trace its history. 


c. Authenticity and the Integrity of the City 


“Depending on the nature of the cultural heritage, its cultural context, and its 
evolution through time, authenticity judgements may be linked to the worth of a great 
variety of sources of information. Aspects of the sources may include form and design, 
material and substance, use and function, traditions and techniques, location and 
setting, and spirit and feeling, and other internal and external factors. The use of 
these sources permits elaboration of the specific artistic, historic, social and scientific 
dimensions of the cultural heritage being examined” (The Nara document, paragraph 


13). 


Two periods in history carved the face of Acre: The Crusader period and the 
Ottoman period. The particular conditions that guided the city’s development led to 
the preservation of its integrity and the principal values of each of the two periods and 


of the city in general. 


The old city of Acre with its Crusader and Ottoman levels fulfils all the criteria 
regarding integrity and reliability of information sources as expressed in the Nara 


document. 


The Crusader Period: 


Crusader Acre, today is mostly subterranean, and has only begun to be uncovered recently after 


hundreds of years. At the end of the 13th century, Acre was captured and partly 
destroyed by the Mamelukes, being left in ruins for many years. The city provided the 
foundations for Ottoman construction in the 18th century. It was only in the 1990’s 
that systematic excavation of the Crusader level began, thereby revealing a hitherto 
hidden and preserved authentic testimony about that period. 

The remains have been particularly well preserved as a result of this and they include 
large portions of the fabric of urban life and buildings with all parts intact; walls, 
quarters, streets, alleys, fortresses, public buildings, religious buildings, dwellings and 
shops and subterranean infrastructure, architectural details, original plasterwork and 
masonry. Building plans are clearly identifiable and building technology and 


materials can be accurately determined. 
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The Templar tunnel The Beautiful hall in the 
Hospitaler Citadel 


The Ottoman Period: 

The essence and spirit of the Ottomans city are still present in the city along side the 
physical aspect of the city, whereas the crusader city is mainly preserved in the form 
of archeological remains. The Ottoman city is Built on the Crusader city below it, the 
Ottoman city formed an urban system of typical fortifications, alleyways, yards and 
squares, reflecting the values of Moslem society. The geographical conditions that 
determined its development together with its socioeconomic make up, kept Acre 
largely as it was in Ottoman times, without significant change in the 19th and 20th 
centuries, apart for from some minor changes and additions carried out by the local 


population. 


Acre has kept its character as a fortified port city, surrounded by a wall, with a blend 
of public buildings, Khans (Caravansary) and religious buildings alongside markets, 
small shops and big residential quarters, together with an active port still being used 
as source of income and access to the city. Acre’s buildings have remained largely as 
they were built, with few alterations over the last 150-300 years. Ottoman Acre exists 


in an architectural/social bubble reflecting the meeting between east and west. 


The Hamam (Bathhouse) Khan el-Omdan 
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d. Criteria under which inscription is proposed 


The criteria chosen for the registration of the old city of Acre as a World Heritage Site 


are C (11), (111), (V), (vi). 


C (ii) 

During its existence, Acre has been a unique example of the symbiosis between 
different cultures and values. Its geographical position made it a meeting point 
between east and west. The fact that various cultures struggled for control over the 


city ensured that all parties were exposed to each other’s influence. 


Acre’s uniqueness becomes apparent when examining the Crusader city. The 
Crusaders brought European building technology with them to the Holy Land whilst 
utilizing local materials. They built in accordance with various needs that were 
dictated by the city’s geographical position. Their relationship with the place and the 
local population led to the development of hybrid city of its period. 


Crusader Acre evolved for 200 years reaching the peak of its importance on a world 
scale at the time when it was the capital city of the Crusaders, and a main entrance for 


many visitors to the Holy Land. Another example of the city’s uniqueness may be 








found in the way that Crusader Acre 
eventually played a role in Ottoman 
plans for building. After the Mamelukes 
captured the city they attempted to bury 
the original city. However, during 
rebuilding in_ the is" century, the 
original Crusader buildings were used as 


foundations for the new buildings, thus 





keeping the basic crusader city plan. 





The Ottoman level built on top of the Crusader level 
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C (ill) 

Acre is a living witness to the existence of two now extinct cultures - That of the 
Crusaders in the Holy Land and the Ottoman Empire. A Crusader city for pilgrims 
such as Acre could only exist in the Holy Land. As things developed in the region, 


Acre became the second most important city in the country after Jerusalem. 


Since Crusader Acre was the capital of the second kingdom it offers us today unique 
evidence of the highly particular lifestyle of the Crusaders that lasted for a relatively 
short period in history before disappearing. The crux of this evidence of culture and 
life style is to be found in the lower level of the city in the multitude of archaeological 


remains, preserved in superb condition for hundreds of years. 


It 1s enough to walk around old Acre of today in order to get a constant sense of 
Ottoman culture because of the unusual degree to which its life style has been 


preserved within the city walls and due to its geographical location. 


C (v) 

Acre is an outstanding example of the traditional Ottoman settlement in the Middle 
East. The way the Ottoman City was preserved as integral complex with all its major 
components present plays an important part in its authenticity. 

Acre also demonstrates an outstanding example of the settlement and utilization of 
land typical of the crusader culture. The main characteristic of this culture was the 
utilization of available land by great masses of people by military means, for a 
specific religious purpose that was not in fact settlement for its own sake but in order 
to provide a stepping stone on the way to Jerusalem. Thus the city was a mix between 
garrison and road station. This manner of settlement as part of a historical process 


over a short period of time is unique. 
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C (vi) 

Acre is directly connected with a number of important historical world events and 
beliefs. 

- The Christian crusades were meant to regain control over the sacred places of 
the Holy Land. Acre rose during the second crusade after 1189 when the Crusaders 
under King Guy de Legian laid siege to Acre in a two year operation that went 
unparalleled in the tales of medieval wars of both the Christian and Muslim worlds. 
Salah-A-Din, King Richard the Lion Heart and King Philippe the Second all 
participated in the war and Acre surrendered to the Crusader forces on the twelfth of 
July 1191. Acre experienced its golden age as the capital of the second Crusader 
kingdom from 1191-1291. It stood at a junction of international routes and was a 
trading center between Europe and Asia. In 1291 the city was finally captured by the 
Mameloks and systematically destroyed on the orders of Sultan El Ashraf. 


- Napoleon Bonaparte sought to become the next Alexander the great, and 
planed to conquer Egypt, India and other middle and far east places. Napoleon’s idea 
was also to cut off the English’s route to India. Napoleon won the battle of the 
Pyramids in July 1789, but his fleet was destroyed after it. So Napoleon decided to 
invade Syria and in 1799 Acre became world famous again due to the failure of 
Napoleon’s army to capture the city after laying siege to it for a long time. The city’s 
defenders led by El-Jazar, with the active aid of the English, managed to repel the 
French forces, forcing them to withdraw. 

“Tel Akko” that had 

previously been called 

“King Richard Hill” was 

renamed “Tel Napoleon”. 

The failure of the siege of 

Acre marked a_ turning 


point in Napoleon’s career. 
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- In 1868 The founder of the Bahai faith the Baha’ullah arrived in Acre as a 
prisoner of the Ottoman Empire. He spent the remaining 24 years of his life in the 
city, first locked up in the city’s fortress until 1870, and later kept under house arrest 
in a small building in the alleyways of the old city for 7 more years. During his 
sojourn in Acre, the Baha’ullah wrote his most important work, setting out the laws 
and precepts to be observed by Bahai adherents. The Baha’ullah was left the old city 
towards the end of 1877 and he went to live on a nearby estate outside the walls of the 
city. He died in 1892, his remains were buried on the estate and to this day his tomb is 


the Bahai’s holiest shrine. 


- During the British mandate the Acre prison was the main prison in Palestine, 
and fighters of the resistance movements the Hagana, Ezel and Ha’Lechi were 
imprisoned there, along side with Arab prisoners. During the British period nine 
freedom fighters from the resistance were executed in the Gallows Room, which was 


a part of the British prison occupying the citadel. 
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3. Description 

a. Description of property 

Old Acre is a living historical port city, situated on a peninsula and surrounded by 
fortified walls. Its population comprises of Muslims, Christians, Jews and Bahais. 
Many historical documents exist to tell us about the city, its historical layout and 
appearance. Acre 1s of prime importance as an authentic and living testimony, it also 


has archaeological sites extending under the waters of the Mediterranean Sea. 


The built city comprises of two levels: 

1 — The Crusader City, mainly subterranean remains, partly revealed and serves as an 
excellent testimony to its past. The remains include: The City Wall, quarters 
(Hospitaler, Genoese, Pisan, Venician, Burgus Novos etc.), open and covered streets, 


monuments, drainage tunnels, systems of hideaway passages, shops and dwellings. 


2 — The Ottoman City, built over the ruins of the Crusader City, using the earlier 
structures as foundations and thereby helping in the preservation of the remains of the 
Crusader City and its outline. The Ottoman City is characterized by its narrow 


alleyways, monuments and inhabited dwellings with inner courtyards. 


Principle Monuments: 

Fortifications 

The city’s system of fortifications comprises of the city walls, gates, towers and moat. 
The walls were built in stages between 1750-1840 by Daher el-Omar and later by el- 
Jazar. The entrance today to the city is through two breaches in the wall, opened in 
1910. 

The crusader fortification array is almost completely 

gone today, and its outline was different. 

1. Land Gate — to the east of the city. 

2. Land Wall. 

3. Moat. 

4. Sea Wall. 

5. Sea Gate — to the west of the city 
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The Sea Wall The Land Wall 


Governmental Buildings 
6. Acre Prison — Built by Daher el-Omar on top of the Hospitallers citadel, the 
building was first used as the Ottoman governors’ palace, and later as a prison. The 


building was used as a prison until the end of the British mandate to Palestine. 





Acre Prison 


7. The Seraya — Used as a governmental building in the Ottoman period. 


Ottoman Monuments 

8. Hamam el-Basha — The big bathhouse built by el-Jazar in the is" century, 
apparently on top of an ancient bathhouse, and was in use until 1950’s. 

9. The small Hamam — Built by Daher el-Omar in 


the 18" century, and was in until 1940’s. 


10. Khan el-Umdan — Built in 1784 by el-Jazar. 
11. Khan el-Faranj — Built in the 16" century by 
French merchants on top of the central 
courtyard of the Crusader Venician quarter. 
12. Khan e-Shuarda — Built in the 18" century by Daher el-Omar. 
13. Khan e-Shune — Built in the period of Daher el-Omar, on top of the Pisan quarter 


remnants. 
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14. The Turkish Bazaar — The el-Jazar market. 
15. Shuck el-Abyad, the white market — Built by Daher el- 
Omar and reconstructed after a fire in 1817 by Suliman 


Pecha. 


16. The water system — Remnants of the water aqueduct 





constructed by Daher el-Omar and el-Jazar, that led water 
from the Kabri spring to the city. An Ottoman water 


reservoir covered by five-barrel vaults. 


Crusader Monuments 

17. The citadel — Functioned originally as the center of the 
crusader’s Hospitaler quarter. The citadel is the biggest 
and most important excavation in Acre, including the 
Knight Halls, the Grand Munier, the Kript, the Beautiful 
Hall and the courtyard. 





18. The Templar Tunnel — The tunnel run from the Templar 


fort in the west to the city port in the east. 


Sacred Monuments 

19. El-Jazar Mosque — built in 1781 by El-Jazar, apparently on top of the remnants of 
‘Saint Krucha’ Holy Cross Cathedral. This is one of the most important mosques in 
the country, which included religious institutions and a famous library. In the 
mosque courtyard El-Jazar, Suliman Pecha and their family are buried. 

20. El-Magdale Mosque — built in 1710 by Ali Bek on top of 
crusader tower remnants. 

21. El-Mualec Mosque — building which apparently was 
originally a synagogue of the Jewish community in Acre. 
The building turned to be a mosque by Dahar El-Amar in 
1746. 

22. El-Ramel Mosque — built in 1704 on top of a crusader 


The white market 
church. 


2), 


24. 


2). 


26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 


31. 


El-Zaituna Mosque — built in 1745 by Husain Abed 
Elhadi. An ancient buildings’ remnant are combined 
inside the construction, apparently belonging to the 
Hospitaler’s Quarter Church. 

The Shazalia Mosque — built in 1862 by the Sheikh Ali 
Nur A-Dean El-Yasruti the founder of the Shazalia sect. 


(The founder and his family are buried nearby). 











Sinan-Basha Mosque — built in 1806-1807 by Suliman 


Pecha, on top of mosque remnants that was built by Snan- 


The Shazliya Mosque 


Basha in the 16" century. 


The Baptist Church 

The Franciscan Church 

The Maronite Church 

St. Andrew’s Greek Catholic Church 

St. Gorge’s Greek Orthodox Church — The most ancient church in Acre, dating 
back to the 17" century. It was the biggest church in Acre during the 1s" century. 
St. John’s Catholic Church — Built in 1737 by the Franciscans. 


32. Ha’Ramahal Synagogue — Served the Jewish population of Acre until after the end 


of the British mandate period. 


33. Abud House — One of the Bahai sacred placaes in Acre, where the Baha’ulla lived 


for 7 years. 


34. Jabotinsky Tower — Built by el-Jazar in 1790, it is the western tower of the prison 


complex. The Baha’ulla was imprisoned in the tower during the Ottoman period. 
The Tower is named after one of the Israeli underground leaders, Ze’ev Jabotinsky 


that was imprisoned there during the British Mandate period. 





Jabotinsky Tower 


Tombs of Sheiks and Cemeteries 


Nebi Tzalah Tomb — located in the cemetery near the eastern wall. 

Sheikh Yanis Tomb — located inside a room in a southern wall of the ‘Jabhanee’ 
opposite to the Jazar mosque. 

Sheikh Ana’am Tomb — built in 1807-1808 by Suliman Pecha. 

Sheikh Az A-dean Tomb — located northern to the wall by the sea. According to 
one of the traditions this is the tomb of Dahar El-Amar. 

Different cemeteries: Mausoleum, a cemetery behind Hann-Shuni, the cemetery of 


Saint-Gorge’s Church. 


For further information on the city monuments refer to the monument appendix. 


§ 
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Urban Structure 


Old Acre is built of a number of fundamental components that form the basis for 
understanding the construction of the city as we know it today. These include an 
important and active port, squares and thoroughfares and blocks — some of which 


follow the early Crusader layout and some the Ottoman concept. 


1 — The city’s geographical location on a natural bay had a significant influence on its 
development throughout the ages, as a port city exposed to the changes brought 
about by substantial movement of people and goods. 

2 — The City developed within the area delineated by its fortified walls. Its location on 
a peninsula, cut off by the sea and the walls, required that the area within be 
exploited to the maximum, resulting in it being densely built up. 

3 — The Crusader City is characterized by the quarters that comprise it. (See historical 
maps appendix — the Kesten map). 

4 — The Ottoman City is blended with the Crusader remains that it uses for its 
foundations. In practice this led to it following the layout of the ruined Crusader city 
thereby preserving the main Crusader layout. 

The Ottoman City is characterized by blocks and complexes that are built around inner 


courtyards. (See survey — The Built-around open spaces plan). 


The built up mass and open thoroughfares (see appendix of plans — The built mass 
and open spaces) 

The appearance of Acre’s winding streets and alleyways and its blocks of buildings 
that seem to sprout like clumps of weeds 

make it difficult to perceive an ordered 

principle behind the way the city is built. 

Indeed the layout is not of the kind that was 

planned with paper and ruler. It is based on 

the hierarchy of two things that serve to 

compliment one another — the hierarchy of 

open thoroughfares and the hierarchy of built 


up areas. 
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The built up mass: 

The built up mass of the old city is comprised of (in hierarchical order) quarters, blocks 
of buildings, complexes, buildings and apartments. Except for a few choice examples, 
there are no free standing buildings in the old city. Apartments are built onto buildings 
that develop into complexes (built around inner courtyards) which make up the blocks 
and the quarters. 


Each level of this hierarchy is delineated and enclosed by some manner of wall: 


A — The defensive walls that encircle the entire city, insulating and protecting it from 
without. 

B — The kind of walls that are formed around blocks at ground level by the 
uninterrupted facades of rows of adjacent buildings. 

C — Monumental structures that are built to form a fortified wall such as the khans 
(caravansaries). 

D — Complexes that are built around inner courtyards. Sometimes apartments are built 


around an inner courtyard (see the survey for the complexes plan). 


The guiding principle here is withdrawal from the broader realm — from the city to 
household courtyard. This reflects the introversion and seclusion that are characteristic 
of the household in traditional Muslim culture. Here the building’s facades act to 
separate home from street, thereby defending the inhabitants. 

The influence of more open Western influences and externalization are evident from 
the large Trifor windows and balconies of the upper stories. (The upper stories appear 


to have been added on at a later stage.) 
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Open thoroughfares: (see appendix of plans — Open spaces, and the survey for the 

traffic system plan.) 

Open thoroughfares are also hierarchical: 

e A main axis around the city parallel to the inner side of the city walls, connected to 
the entrances to the city, both from land and sea. Leading off from this axis are the 
paths to public and religious buildings and to the circular alleyways. 

e Circular alleyways that encircle blocks, leading into the mass of the residential areas. 

e Secondary dead-end alleyways that lead into blocks, usually ending at the inner 
courtyard or linking with another pathway that links the street with the inner courtyard. 


e Inner courtyards. 


The same principle exists for the built up parts as it does for the open thoroughfares — 


allowing separation and gradual passage between private and public domains. 


The inner courtyard is the very heart of the household. “Wrapped” in layers of “walls” 
and “gates”. The gate separates the encircling alleyway from the alley leading into the 
block from which a narrow covered virtually private path leads into the courtyard. 

e To this day, many parts of the city are inaccessible to motor vehicles. 


e Within the old city, distances are minor and suited to pedestrian traffic. 
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Types of complexes and inner courtyards: (See the survey made for the planning of 
complexes.) 

Complexes are usually built around an inner courtyard. From the outside they appear to 
be densely packed and confined, however the inner courtyards provide an intimate open 


space within, allowing access to light and air. 


There are different types of courtyard: 
e Courtyards at ground level open to the sky. 


e Courtyards at ground level that are covered by a roof with another, open yard on the 


roof. 


Courtyards help make up the typological and morphological character of structures, 

fulfilling various functions: 

e As the courtyard of a particular apartment or other housing unit that is built around 
it. 

e As anucleus of the complex built around it. 


e As courtyards between complexes 


\/ 


“«* Note: The following plans come to illustrate and analyze the parameters 
discussed in the last section. The plans come from the sample survey conducted in 
order to learn about the urban structure of the city and to help prepare the 
conservation appendix for the master plan. (summary of the sample survey is in the 


appendix) 
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Monumental structures: (See the monument layout plan.) 

The position of monumental structures clearly reflects the structure and character of 
the old city. The fortified city walls divide the city from sea and the mainland. There is 
a belt of khans (caravansaries) on the east side of the city that connect the sea and the 
port with the city. From the north of the city, government buildings spread out and 


sacred monuments are spread all over it. 


Khans (caravansaries): 

The presence of a large number of khans in a relatively small city reflects its status and 
importance. 

The khans of Acre are a series of monuments that have an impressive presence in the 
urban fabric. They reflect the city’s special character and its development in the 18" 
century. 


Today, four out of Acre’s five khans are still standing. 


The khans of Acre are defined as Monuments. They form a belt in the east and 
south-east of the city, standing fairly close to each other, away from the dense 
residential neighborhoods. They are also easily accessible due to their proximity to the 


port area, this proximity was convenient for import and export trading. 


The khans served to link between land and sea and a vital element in Acre’s role as a 

bridge between East and West. Their location on the map of urban thoroughfares also 

reflects their central role in the life of the city. 

e The Land Gate Road, by the El Jazar Mosque (the city’s most important religious 
building) and the fortress. 

e The Sea Road, from the Land Gate to the Port via the Souk (market). 


e The El Jazar Mosque Road and Fortress Road, via the Souk and the Port. 


The Khans of Acre: Khan El Umdan, Khan El Faranj, Khan El Shuarda, Khan E-Shuna. 


The decreasing importance of Acre’s port was a result of the development of 
steamships and nearby Haifa port. With the decline of the port, the khans ended their 


original role and became dwellings and workshops. 
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b. History and Development 


Acre’s history is dotted with peaks and troughs, conquests and capture, with each 


period leaving its mark: 


- Ancient Acre was situated on Tel Akko (or Tel El Fukhar, not included in the 
nomination zone), about 2.5 km to the east of the location of the old city. Settlement at 
the Tel appears to have began during the early bronze age at 3,000 B.C. By around 19 
B.C. the town was fortified by a high earth rampart with a mud brick gateway facing 


the direction of the sea. 


- Old Acre was founded on the peninsula during the Hellenistic period around 2- 
3 B.C. The city was then called Ptolemais after the name of its founder, King Ptolemy 
the Second of Egypt. There are still traces of fortifications, a wall and tower. Evidence 
that Acre was a fortified city from the very outset. Acre was a center for international 


trade due to its strategic position and its natural port. 


Acre fell to the Roman conquest of the land of Israel and in the first century A.D. was 
granted the status “Colonia” — an independent regional city. Acre fulfilled the role of 
sea bridge between east and west and the first Christian pilgrims passed through the 
city on their way to Jerusalem. The port’s main breakwater was built during this period 


upon which the modern breakwater was built in 1971. 


- In 330 A.D. during the Byzantine period, the land of Israel passed into the 
control of the Eastern Orthodox Christian empire of Constantinople. This was a time of 
economic and demographic expansion as hundreds of churches and monasteries were 
established all over the “Holy Land”. The larger cities expanded and were encircled by 


new fortification systems and Acre retained its status as the principle port of the land. 
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- During the early Arab period, between 638-1099 and the Arab conquest of the 
land of Israel, many of the country’s cities were abandoned and destroyed. Acre 
decreased in importance as an international port, the city limits were reduced to include 
odd neighborhoods around the port and a Moslem naval fleet was quartered there. Acre 


yj 


began its economic recovery during the 10" and 11" centuries and the port and city 


walls were rebuilt. 


- The Crusader period began for Acre in 1104, about 5 years after the conquest of 
Jerusalem. Baldwin the Ist, King of Jerusalem and the Genoese commercial fleet, 
cooperated in laying siege to Acre from the land and the sea until the city fell to the 
Crusaders. Upon being captured, a new and special model of settlement formed, 
characterized by defined and autonomous quarters. At first the King settled in the 


northern part of the city, building himself a fortified palace. 


Genoese, Veniceian and Pisan merchants built themselves autonomous quarters nearby 
the port. Nearby them military orders built their quarters, Hospitallers in the north of 
the city to the west of the palace and Templars in the south west of the city and the 
Tebtones close to the eastern wall of the wall. Other important quarters were that of the 
Patriarch in which the Church of the Holy Cross was built (Acre’s main cathedral), the 
French merchant’s quarter (Provencal quarter), a quarter for English merchants etc. 


Alongside them, Moslem and Jewish merchants settled in the city as well. 


Many public buildings were erected, fortified buildings, churches, bathhouses, 
bakeries, courts and hostels for pilgrims and merchants, covered markets and also 
dwellings. During 200 years of Crusader rule, Acre developed into a wealthy and 
thriving trading city. It symbolized the interchange between the eastern and western 
cultures more than any other city. Governmental procedures developed there, 
architectural styles and urban planning, all of great significance to the researcher of the 


Crusader period. 
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Marin Sanudo’s plan of Crusader Acre 











- In 1187 A.D. after the debacle at Hittin and the fall of the Crusader army, the 
Moslems captured the whole of the land of Israel and Acre was held for 4 years. It was 
only in 1191 when the third Crusade led by King Richard the Lion Heart led to the 
recapture of Acre and the sea shores of northern Israel. A second Crusader kingdom 
was established with Acre as its capital since the Crusaders had not regained Jerusalem 


after the battle of Hittin. 


- From 1191-1291 Acre served as capital of the second Crusader Kingdom and 
expanded its borders. New neighborhoods such as Monmizar to the north were built 
and the city gained a new double city wall. More palaces, churches and public 
buildings were erected, at a time when styles in the west were changing from 
Romanesque to Gothic. This change in style was put into practice in Acre and recent 
excavations have revealed buildings that reflect the transition between styles and the 


initial establishment of the Gothic style in the 13" century. 
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- Ending 200 years of Crusader rule, the Mameluke period began in 1291 with the 
conquest of Acre and continued until 1517. The Mamelukes were the Moslem 
rulers of Egypt. Acre was destroyed and totally abandoned with only a few 


buildings remaining around the port. 

















- The Ottoman period 1517-1917: Pilgrims and merchants that visited Acre 
during the 16th and 17th centuries described it as a deserted ghost town with some 
structures from the Crusader period still standing, some jutting out of the earth and 
others buried. The rebuilding of Acre only began to take place in the middle of the 18th 
century under Daher El Omar. He renewed the port, manned it with officials and 


merchants, built a palace for himself and had it fortified. 
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Ottoman Acre of the 18'" and 19" centuries buried the remains of 13" century Crusader 
Acre beneath it in a unique process that had the effect of preserving the Crusader 
remains. In 1775 El-Jazar was appointed as the ruler of Damascus and its surroundings, 
he managed his affairs from Acre and turned it into a political center until the end of 
his regime in 1804. During the rule of El-Jazar Acre thrived and prospered and he 
made extensive building projects throughout the city, that brought him fame and 
prosperity for the population. In 1799 Acre attained world fame after Napoleon failed 
to capture the city led by its Turkish ruler Ahmed El Jazar, after a long siege. 


The city enjoyed renewed economic expansion in the 19" century. Mosques, 
bathhouses and caravanserai were built and wealthy merchants settled there, building 
neighborhoods and grand mansions in the eastern neo classical style of the end of the 


19th century. 

















In 1868 Baha’ullah, founder of the Bahai faith arrived in Acre as a prisoner of the 
Ottoman Empire. He spent the remaining 24 years of his life in the city, first locked up 
in the city’s fortress and later kept under house arrest in a small building in the 
alleyways of the old city. During his sojourn in Acre, the Baha’ullah wrote his most 
important work, setting out the laws and precepts to be observed by Bahai adherents. 
The Baha’ullah was freed towards the end of 1870 and he went to live on a nearby 
estate outside the walls of the city. He died in 1892, his remains were buried on the 


estate and to this day his tomb is the Bahai’s holiest shrine. 


- The British Mandate 1918-1948: After capturing Acre in 1918, the British used 
the fortress as a prison. Several leaders of the Jewish settlement of the country at the 
time were imprisoned there and hangings also took place. The British developed the 
city outside the boundaries of the walls, constructing dwellings and administrative 
buildings. However they did nothing to alter the fabric of life within the walls of the 
old city. The port fell into disuse as the nearby modern port of Haifa superceded it. The 
British were the first to conduct conservation works in the old city of Acre, and to 


protect it under the law of antiquities. 


- The State of Israel: During Israel’s war of independence after the presence of 
Iraqi forces in the city had been identified, the Jews captured Acre on May 16" 1948. 
After it fell only a few Moslem residents remained in the old city. Shortly after the war 
a lot of Jews inhabited the old city, but after a few years the Jewish population moved 
to the new city, and many Arab refugees from other places began to arrive and settle in 


the old city. 
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c. Form and date of most recent records of property 


There are three main records of the old city in general. 

The first record is in the municipality of Acre, where they keep record of the tax 
payers and have a list of families according to the water gauges, this record is not 
extensive. 

The second record is to be found in the National Housing Company, where they have 
a file for each building in their responsibility. The data on the file contains the 
information since the first contract to leas the house was done until this day, and it 
contains any records of any changes done in the building itself. Each year the company 
sends out surveyors to visit all the houses and updates the tenant list and report back on 
the state of the buildings. 

The third record is in the Conservation Department of the Antiquities Authority. This 
record was created in the framework of the project of preserving the old city. It was 
done by surveying and documenting the old city monuments and many buildings. This 
work formed the basis for the program of preservation for each monument and 
building. Some of the tasks related to the city in general and some described various 


specific experiments. 


The following is a list of surveys and documentation, listed by category and year in 


descending order: 
Surveys and general works: 


1. 2000 - Technical manuals: multi-leafed walls, ruins, cantilever stairs, Trifor and 
Bifor windows, slender single-leafed walls. An inventory survey on an urban level 
was carried out for the manuals. 

e Remark- The manuals come to give a solution on the field level, for architects, 
engineers, institutions, and for the local population. The accompanying inventory 
surveys enhance the level of knowledge on the state of conservation in the city. 

2. 1995 — The Templar Order neighborhood, an exterior survey. 

1995 — buildings documentation, buildings and conservation manual survey. 

4. 1994 — technical manuals: manual sources, building maintenance manual, 

temporary supports manual, wood conservation manual, framing manual, doors 


manual, structures stability, windows manual (round windows, guillotine 
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windows), plaster manual. An inventory survey on an urban level was carried out 
for the manuals. 


1994 — buildings documentation, buildings survey, structural survey. 


Monuments surveys 


1. 


- ee et ee ee COU 


ed 
=> 


11. 
LZ; 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
Zi, 
22. 
a. 
24. 
Zo; 


ONIO My, 
ww Yo, 


K 
x 3 
< 
a 
2 Zz 
cs) 3S 
& = 
>, ‘Ss 
AC, Oo 
&- PAT 


1999 — the aqueduct from Kabri to Acre, testing of plaster’s and bonding material’s 
mechanical composition. 

1999 — the citadel, the northwestern tower. 

1999 - the citadel, strengthening the southern pilaster in the Prisoners Hall. 

1999 — Saint-George’s church, structural and physical survey. 

1999 — survey and documentation of the aqueduct from Kabri to Acre. 

1999 — the Baptist church documentation, block 18010, plot 44. 

1998 — the citadel, architectural documentation, the Prisoners Hall. 

1998 — the citadel, preliminary survey and documentation, Halls 10 and 11. 


1997 — the citadel, survey and documentation of the Grand Munerr. 


. 1997 — the citadel, working plan for the Grand Muneir’s western wall conservation, 


inside and outside, phase a, treatment of pilasters 5, 6 and 15 and their filling. 
1997 — the Bustan survey. 

1997 - the Khan A-Shwarde survey. 

1997 — citadel conservation project. 

1996 — the old courthouse, survey and documentation. 

1996 — the Templar Tunnel, survey and conservation plan, phase a. 

1996 — the citadel, Grand Muneir, materials test. 

1996 — the citadel, the Crypt, structural survey and documentation. 

1996 — the citadel, prison, and Treasure Tower, structural survey. 

1996 — the citadel, architectural survey of the Grand Muneir. 

1996 — Khan El-Umdan, survey and documentation, phase a, architecture. 
1995 — Farhi House, survey and documentation. 

1995 — Shukry House, roof and ceilings construction. 

1995 — Shukry House, research and reconstruction proposition. 

1995 — the Templar Tunnel, the underground tunnel in the crusader city of Acre. 


1995 — public fountains in Acre. 


26. 1995 — the gate of Khan el-Frangi. 


Zi 
28. 
29. 


Jabotinsky Tower, structural and physical conservation survey. 
1993 — Khan El-Umdan, chapter 4, structural plan. 
The citadel, grouting in the pilasters of E Hall. 


30. The citadel, ceiling construction of the southeastern street. 


31. 


The citadel, ceiling construction above G Hall. 


Buildings surveys 
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10. 
. Decorative ceiling, 1801 1\254. 
12. 


13. 
14. 


15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 


2000 — facades reconstruction proposition, 18013\281. 

2000 — building survey and a roof railing proposition, 18013\279. 
1999 — building survey, 18013,282,283,285. 

1999 — 12\140 building, wooden Mashrabia reconstruction. 

1999 — hazardous building documentation, 18013\267. 

1999 - hazardous building documentation, 18010\141. 

1999 - hazardous building documentation, 18010\80-83. 
1998-1999 — structural survey, 18012\153-155. 

1998 — building documentation, 1801 0\2. 

1998 - hazardous building documentation, 18010\123-4-5. 


1998 — hazardous building documentation: 18011\102, 1801 1\12, 18010\70, 
18010\49. 

1998 — structural survey, 18010\29-30. 

1997 - hazardous building documentation: 18010\140, 18010\136, 18012\20, 
18013\68, 18011\260, 148, 143, 101, 57, 25, 22, 18010\80, 18010\42, 18010\39. 
1997 - hazardous building documentation, 18010\70. 

1994 — building documentation 18010\104, special element. 
1994 - building documentation 18010\104. 

Building’s remnant in block 2, plots 123. 
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d. Present state of conservation 

Generally the majority of buildings in the old city of Acre are not hazardous. 
Approximately 20% of the buildings in the old city do require a certain amount of 
intervention, which can vary from medium to extensive. Out of the 20% of damaged 
buildings, almost 2/3 are repaired on an annual basis, but also the same amount of 
buildings is reconsidered as damaged. The outcome of this 1s that the level of 
conservation has not changed considerably over the past 5-10 years, and that the 
general present state of conservation is reasonable but requires improvement in the 


future. 


e. Policies and programs related to the presentation and promotion of the property 


The policy today regarding Acre is to present the different monuments and sites to the 
wide public, while keeping its special character, and balancing between the local 
population, tourism and commerce. 

On the topic of promoting the old city and its existing sites, two touristic “anchors” are 
being formed. The northern “anchor” that includes the entrance to the old city, shops, 
new visitors center, the citadel, the prison, the Hamam and el-Jazar mosque. The 
southern “anchor” to be formed in the future is planed to include the city wall routes on 
western ant southern part of the city, the Templar Tunnel, and touristic services. 
Between the two “anchors” several touristic routes are planned, some of them already 
exist and they are clearly marked with accompanying signposts, and some will be 
added in the future. A circular rout around the entire city already exists, and it 1s 


clearly marked and with accompanying signposts. 
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4. Management 

One. Ownership 

The ownership of the property is divided between three main owners: 
- 85% The Israeli Land Administration 
- 10% The Muslim “Wakf”’ and the Church 


- 5% Private ownership 


Two. Legal status 


The legal status of Acre is determined like anywhere else in Israel by the law of 
Building and Urban Planing. This law decrees who 1s responsible for approving the 
different plans, and the supervising authorities. 

Acting by the force of the law of Building and Urban Planing, a steering committee 
for urban planing formed a new master plan for the old city of Acre during the years 
1993-2000. The new plan takes into account the cultural heritage of Acre, and gives a 
variety of solutions for the city, including infrastructure, conservation, development, 


traffic circulation, parking, and the turning of the city into a tourist attraction. 


The old city of Acre as a unique historical property with outstanding values is 


declared as an antiquity site according to the 1978 antiquities law. 


Prohibition of operations on antiquity site. 

29. (ajA person shall not carry out, or allow to be carried out, any of the following 
on an antiquity site, save with the written approval of the Director and in 
accordance with the conditions thereof: 

(1) building, paving, the erection of installations, quarrying, mining, drilling, 
flooding, the clearing away of stones, ploughing, planting, or interment; 

(2) the dumping of earth, manure, waste or refuse, including the dumping thereof on 

adjoining property; 

(3) any alteration, repair or addition to an antiquity located on the site; 

(4) the dismantling of an antiquity, the removal of part thereof or the shifting 

thereof; 


ONIO 4 

ww NW, 
@ Q 
© 4 


a 


3 


awom. 
= B. 
Ss 


O! 


» 
24 
CE. paTRY 


(5) writing, carving or painting; 
(6) the erection of buildings or walls on adjoining property; 


(7) any other operation designated by the Director in respect of a particular Site. 


Three. Protective measures and means of implementing them 
- Law of Building and Urban Planing. 


- Antiquities Law (see previous paragraph). 

- Municipal inspection for enforcing the law of Building and Urban Planing. 

- Archaeological inspection under the Antiquities law section 29.a. 

- Conservation inspection (see conservation annex). 

- Conservation steering committee with representatives of the following bodies: 
Conservation dept. of the Israeli antiquities authority, the district engineer, the 
Old Acre Development Company LTD, the national housing authority, master 
plan architect, the district architect of the Israeli land administration, and a 
representative of the local population (see conservation annex). 

- A municipal tourist police. 

- Local urban planing regulations: limiting the height of buildings in the vicinity 


of the old city. Setting limitations on the alteration of facades and sunshades. 


Four. Agency/agencies with management authority 


Acre Municipality — The municipal authority entrusted with the every day 
maintenance of the city (taxes, sanitation, health, water, waste disposal and 
electricity). The municipality is also entrusted with approving all plans regarding the 
city. In effect beginning of September 25, part of the every day maintenance will be 
transferred to the Old Acre Development company LTD. 

Old Acre Development company LTD — Entrusted with a mandate from the 
ministry of tourism to develop and advance the city as a tourist attraction. Inside the 
old city the company can build hotels, museums, shops and restaurants, with 
authorized plans, and rent out any property it so wishes. The company also enhances 
the infrastructure of the city, and develops new touristic routes in the city. Beginning 
of September 25, the company will be responsible for most of the every day 


maintenance in the old city, after a successful two-year trial period. 
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Israeli Land Administration — The major owner in the old city of Acre (85% of the 
houses in the city), it is also responsible for a part of the budget for the city mainly for 
the removal danger. 

National Housing Company (Amidar) — The company is the representative of the 
owner (the land administration) in some of houses in the old city of Acre. The major 
part of Amidar is to collect the rent fees from the tenants and pass it on to the land 
administration, and to deal with the renting contracts. Amidar is also responsible for 
the structural maintenance of the houses, which 1s carried out by surveying and 
treatment according to the Antiquities Authority Specification Demands. 

Israeli Antiquities Authority — The Antiquities Authority is responsible for 
enforcing the Antiquities law with regards to archeological excavations and 


conservation. 


Five. Level of management and contact details 


Acre Municipality - Management throughout all levels 1s exercised on the property. 
35 Weizmann street, Acre 24504 
Tel. 972 4 9956000 


Old Acre Development Company LTD - Management throughout all levels is 
exercised on the property. 

1 Weizmann street, Acre 24504 

Tel. 972 4 9912171 

Fax 972 4 9919418 


Israeli Land Administration — Regional direct management only, the direct contact is 
through the National Housing Company. 

15 Pal-Yam street, Haifa 33095 

Tel. 972 4 8630855 

Fax. 972 4 8630872 
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National Housing Company — Local office on the property. 
17 Trumpeldor street, Acre 24504 
Tel. 972 4 9819588 


Israel Antiquities Authority — A local and regional office on the property, with a 
constant presence of the city’s archeologist Eliezer Shteren. 

Khan A-Shuarda, P.O.B 1094, Acre 24110 

Tel 972 4 9911682 

927 4 9918074 


Israel Antiquities Authority, Conservation dept — A local office on the property with a 
constant presence of a conservation inspector, Yosi Broyde. 
Local office: 
Khan A-Shuarda, P.O.B 1094, Acre 24110 
Tel 972 4 9912660 
Fax 927 4 9554210 
Main office: 
Rockefeller Museum bldg. 
P.O.B 586, Jerusalem 91004 
Tel. 972 2 6204700 
Fax 972 2 6260105 


f. Agreed plans related to property 


The master plan for the old city of Acre. For more information see the annexed 


summary of the master plan and the annexed plans folder. 
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g. Sources and levels of finance 


Most of the funding for the old city of Acre comes from the governmental budget, and 
is intended for improvement of quality of life, development of infrastructure, 
conservation projects and touristic development. The majority of the funds are 
directed through the Old Acre Development Company LTD, that invests them in the 
different projects in the city. 

Additional funding comes from the Land Administration through Amidar, for 
maintaining of the housing units in their care. The funding goes to defining the 
problems, surveying the damaged property, treating it, and for constant maintenance 


and management. 


The following table shows the distribution of funding for different projects over the 
last 6 years. 


The figures are in thousands of U.S. dollars. 


_ Project 1994 | 1995 | 1996 


1. Infrastructure and development of the harbor a 
4.25 


Environmental development and gardening pany 
Lighting of the fortifications and sites 7 
Underground infrastructure 1675 
Breakwater 100 
Pier 536 


2. Population and housing 
Kindergartens 

V1zZ0 

E] Jazar mosque 
Okshi museum 
H’Ramahal synagogue 
The art house 


1997 | 1998 | 1999 
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3. General enterprises and hotels 
Municipal market and the Turkish bazaar , 187.5 | 32.5 
Marketing files 206 175 

The knights hotel planing and design : 66.25 
The Acre days (primary design) 29.25 
Entrance complex 418.5 
Youth day center and the Saraya 
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4. Conservation and restoration of historic monuments 


Citadel 1232 
Excavations | = | 463.5 | 2 
Conservation of the fortifications 125.7 150 
Surveying and conservation 62.5 

St Anna 771.5 98.5 


Conservation works in the prison | = | 59.25 | 256.7 | 648 | 447.7 
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|5.Routsandtouristservices ee —ss—‘<~wS 
|| Signpostsandrecording iE 8S | 5 | 25 | 5B 
P| Publictoilets— ss. | 278 | 40.25] - | - | 
a rs ees es es es Gs 
ri 9 as [986 [97 | 998 [oH 
|6.Maintenance oftheoldcity 
|_| Erecting a garbage disposal array | 76] «148-7 | 132 | - | - |; 
|| Cleaningofthecity = 1525 | 364.7 | 21.75 | - | - 
a rs reer rs rs es 
| 7. Publicity, image enhancing and marketing | | 
|| Marketing and advertising ss«'84.7 | 412.2 | 360.5 | 166.2 | 62.75 | 30 | 
|| Conventions andconferences Sis | 110.2 | 82.5_| 131.2 | 109.7 | 50 _| 
a ee es  ( (  ( 
8. Planing, management, controlling and general maintenance a ee ee ee eee ee 
|General planingandcontrol | S98 | «163.5 | 153.2 | 37.5 | 17.75 | 25.75 | 
|| Maintenance of property Ss 308 | 45.5 | 509 | 305 | 265 | 324.7 | 
po Evictions 43 204.5 | 154.2 | 15.75 | 9.25 | 88.25 | 
| if overheadexpenses— ee —i‘“‘*é~*SMTTCSE 
a | 


re a ee 





For the next five years the estimated budget for development is around 50 million 


U.S. dollars. 


h. Sources of expertise 


The management of the site 1s entrusted in the hands of the Old Acre Development 
Company LTD, which is a professional body with experts on management economics 
and marketing. 

The conservation is done by the conservation department of the Israeli Antiquities 
Authority. The conservation department includes conservation Architects and 


Engineers and specialized conservators. 
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a. Visitor facilities and statistics 


Visitor center 

Okshi museum and Gallery 

Seven lavatories in the city, including handicap access 

The Hospitaler Citadel 

The Templar Tunnel 

The underground prisoners museum 

The Turkish Hamam 

Internet site under construction 

Instruction by local guides in a variety of languages 

Mobile Easy-guide devices 

Signposts throughout the city 

Youth hostels with 140 beds 

Rooms for lent 

Restaurants throughout the city offering a variety of local dishes and sea food 
Souvenir shops 

Number of authentic open markets 

Limited parking areas for private cars inside the old city and complementary 
parking area outside the walls 

Boat trips originating from the city harbor 


The old city of Acre street theater festival 


Estimated tourist statistics: 


Year 
1997 
1998 
1999 
2000 
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total internal tourism foreign tourism 
198,340 

157,850 30,400 69,600 
185,930 31,000 69,000 
112,420 35,000 65,000 
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Ten. Property management plan and statement of objectives 
The purposes of the master plan for the old city of Acre are: 


1. Preservation of the special character of the old city of Acre — cultural, 
architectural and aesthetic values. 

2. Preservation of the physical fabric whilst adapting to modern quality of life. 

3. Provision of a solution to the inhabitants in the fields of residential 
accommodation, environment, community services, infrastructure, employment 
and involvement of the public in the planning process. 

4. The development of tourism as a principle economic activity in Acre, Western 
Galilee and throughout the State of Israel. 

5. Determining the permissible type of usage for each plot of land and building. 

6. Determining priorities and the distribution of resources. 

7. Provision of general planning whilst providing solutions to suitable specific 
programs at the planning and execution stage. 

8. Provision of a solution for the planning framework — urban systems 1.e. 
transportation, infrastructures, sign posting, maintenance, management and 


preservation of the environment. 


Eleven. Staffing levels 

Acre Municipality — Has two municipal inspectors on site, as well as the city engineer 
and architect. 

Old Acre Development Company LTD — Has the following staff: company architect, 
company engineer, infrastructure engineer, accountants, project managers, safety 
inspectors, conservation team, excavation team, maintenance personal, and tour 
guides. Apart from all of the above personal the company also hires an independent 
consultants: economist, tourism specialists, town planners, architects, engineers and 
sO on. 

National housing Company — Has inspectors working for it in the city, and hires two 
external engineers. 

Israeli Antiquities Authority — Has on site a large staff consisting of archeologists, 


conservation architects and engineers, conservators, and a conservation inspector. 


INIO My, 
N, 
o 


4 


Ny 
e, ay 
MONDIN- 


yo 


a 


a] 


awom,. 
on ) 
Sy 


O! 


5. Factors affecting the property 

One. Development pressure 

Due to its unique geographical location the contact between the old city of Acre and 
the new city is limited, and the factor of development pressure does not constitute a 


problem. 


Two. Environmental Pressure 

The development of heavy industry in the Haifa bay causes a lot of pollution in the 
vicinity, and there are occurrences of acid rain. The fact that the city is so close to the 
sea causes heavy damages due to the salty spray of sea water, and the high level of 


underground water causes problems of capillary rise and salt attack. 


Three. Natural disasters and preparedness 


Today Acre is considered to be in the “safe” zone in the Israeli Building code for 


earthquake design. 


Four. Visitor/tourism pressure 


The master plan for the old city of Acre comes to give the solutions for developing the 
tourism in the city while emphasizing the development of tours in the city, sleeping 
accommodations, relevant commerce, traffic circulation, and parking both inside and 
outside the old city. All the development will be made while balancing the needs of 
the tourists with the needs of the local population. 


At the moment there is no negative tourism pressure. 


Five. Number of inhabitants 

The estimated number of inhabitants in the old city of Acre (within the boundary of 
the property to be nominated) is 6,000-8,000. There is no exact number of inhabitants 
due to the fact that they are constantly on the move. 

The number of inhabitants in the buffer zone is estimated at 500-600 people. 

Some of the housing units in the old city are very crowded, a fact that creates a 
demand for housing solutions that is often the reason for the unauthorized additions. 


On the other hand some housing units are empty, due to bad condition. 
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6. Monitoring 
One. Key indicators for measuring the state of conservation 
The principal indicator for the state of conservation in the city is the number of 
buildings requiring medium to extensive intervention. 
Other key indicators are: 
- The annual budget for conservation 
- Number of personal working on conservation related projects 
- Marketing of the big projects 
- Number of surveys and recordings carried out on monuments and common 


houses 


Two. Administrative arrangements for monitoring property 


Three bodies are entrusted with the every day monitoring of the property, and they 
cooperate according to predefined working procedures: 


1. The municipality, has inspectors on site, responsible for reporting any such 


building that requires intervention due to the fact that it constitute a certain degree 


of danger. It is also the responsibility of the municipality to issue a warrant for the 


removal of danger to the building. The inspectors also report any unauthorized 


additions or other problems related to the municipality activities. 


2. The National Housing Authority has representatives on site to report any building 


requiring intervention, and concentrate the complaints on such buildings from the 


inhabitants. The representatives of the housing company also make an annual 


survey and report of all the property that is in their responsibility. 


3. The conservation department of the Israeli Antiquities Authority is represented by 


an inspector on site. It is the responsibility of the inspector to report any building 


requiring intervention and report it to the municipality. The inspector is also 


responsible for coordinating between the different bodies and keeping tabs on the 


number of buildings requiring interventions. 
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Three. Results of previous reporting exercises 

For the last 10 years there is a follow up on the number of buildings requiring medium 
to extensive interventions. The result of this follow up shows that in the past 10 years 
around 20% of the buildings in the old city of Acre needed medium to extensive 
intervention. Out of the 20% of buildings, on average 2/3 are being repaired and the 
danger is removed, and approximately the same amount of building is put on the list 


annually. 
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Monument Appendix 


e Monument appendix for the Nomination file of the Old City of Acre, for the 
World Heritage List. 


- Prepared by the Conservation Department of the Israeli Antiquities Authority. 


This appendix includes most of the monuments found in the Old City of Acre. For 
each monument in the appendix, a Monument Card describing the basic data and a 
number of photographs has been prepared. 

The monument cards are arranged according to the Monument number appearing in 
the Monument Plan (Shown in the next page). The monument number appears on the 


upper left side of the Monument Card. 
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The city fortification 


Location The city perimeter: 


Along the sea on the southren and western sides. Land wall on the northern 
and eastern part. 
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Description | Walls along the sea and on land surround the old city of Acre. On land there 
are three major wall lines and additional fortifications (moats, counter wall, 
out-posts etc’). One of the walls has survived nearly intact, whereas the other 
walls were almost completely destroyed. The current fortification system was 
constructed between the years 1750-1840. 


The first city wall was constructed by Daher el-Omar. El-Jazar rebuilds the 
city walls at the beginning of the 19" century, using the Daher el-Omar wall 
as a secondary array on land, and as foundations along the waterfront. The 
city wall underwent further improvement over the years, but no significant 
change occurred. 


The city had two original entrances — the land gate on the east and the sea 
gate on the south. At the beginning of the 20" century two additional 


Openings were added to the northern wall in order to enable better access to 
the city. The first opening in the center of the wall (Wizeman st’) is the main 
entrance to the city, and the second opening along the sea (Ha’ Hagana st’) the 
secondary entrance to the city. 


e Very little remains today from the crusader fortification array. The outline 
of the city wall was different from the current wall, the sea wall did not 
exist and the land array was considerably larger that today. 


Remarks The city walls were surveyed in 1995, and an additional survey was carried 
out in 1998. Different projects were carried out over the years on the 
fortification array, some projects intended on conservation and some on 
development. 
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The Jand wall 





The eastern land wall, moat and wall promenade 
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The southeastern sea wall 
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The western sea wall 


“WoRLD 


Pictures 





The Daher el-Omar wall 
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The sea wall 


The land gate 


6 Name Acre Prison 


Location The prison is located VNFIRE —— = 
on the upper floor of p> TAI ; 
the citadel, on the “ir he Pris | 
northen part of Acre. aye - 
! he aa! : : ‘ "WT 
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Omar in the middle of the 18" century, and was based on the Hospitaler citadel. The 
structure was later extended by el-Jazar. The prison was apparently first used as an 
Ottoman governmental building in various forms, when parts of it were used as a 
prison until the British period. The British made various structural alterations to the 
building and transformed the entire structure into a prison, and it became the central 
prison of Palestine. After the founding of the state of Israel the prison became a 
mental hospital, and later it became a museum of the underground prisoners. 





The prison is currently under development and conservation projects, and it is being 


surveyed and documented. The prison is open the public. 
) ee ere —_ © 


Aerial view of the prison complex 


Pictures 
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The Gallows 





The Prison courtyard, during the British mandate 
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The Seraya is 

located in the north 

part of the old city. It 

is part of a large | | 

complex of public , 

buildings along with 

El-Jazar mosque, my 

The Citadel and TO LRE 42 

Hammam El-Basha. Peery 
oe I 


Ei Ee 3 


The Seraya is built in several stages: the underground level — The Posta — was 
built in the early Arabic period with crusader interference, the floor ground 
was built in the crusader period with Ottoman interference, and the upper 
level was built in the Ottoman period with British interference. The Ottoman 
used it as a government building. 

Architectural and physical survey done. No conservation done. The building 





functions as a local club and 1s closed for visitors. 





| 8 | Name Hammam El-Basha 


Location Hammam El-Basha 
is located on the 
north-east of the old 
city, near the Citadel 
and the Seraya. 


Description 





Israel. It was built by El-Jazar in the is" century, apparently on top of an 
ancient bathhouse. The hammam kept functioning until 1950. 


Architectural and physical survey done. Conservation done in 1999. The 


building is open to the public. 
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> | The small Hammam 


Location The small Hammam 
is located in the 
south part of the old 
city, not far from 
Khan El-Umdan and 
Khan A-Shune. 


Description | The small Hammam was built by Dahar El-Omar in the 18" century. It is 


much smaller than Hammam El-Basha and less impressive. The hammam is 


part of a bigger complex of buildings, and it is hardly noticed from outside. 
Pictures 





The hammam was in use until the 20" century and its physical condition is 
rather bad nowadays. 
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Khan El-Umdan 


Location Khan El-Umdan is 
located in the 
southeast part of the 
old city, near the 
Fisherman-Square 
and the port. 


Description | Khan El-Umdan was built in 1784 by El-Jazar. The building is an integral 
part of the sea fortifications. The Khan is built on top of crusader remnants of 
a khan or some kind of a fortified building. In 1906 a clock tower was built 
above the main entrance as an honor for the Sultan Abdul Hamid the 2". 


Remarks Architectural and physical survey done. No conservation done. Part of the 
Khan is open to the public. 
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Khan El-Faranj 


Location Khan El-Faran] is 
located in the west 
part of the old city, 
close to the port. In 
this place was the 
main courtyard of 
the Venician quarter 
in the crusader 
period. 
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Description | Khan El-Faranj was built in the second half of the 16 
merchants. This is the most ancient khan that remains till these days. In the 
British Mandate period there was a factory for boats production. A 
Franciscan church is located nowadays in the northeast part of the khan. 


Remarks Documentation done only to the main wooden gate. Survey or conservation 
was never done. The courtyard is open to the public. 




















Pictures 





Khan Shawardee 


Location Khan Shawardee is ae sees Le —_ ; Ns 
east part of the o 5 Pp Pat | : 
city, not far from ‘ ie Lip SL rp 
Shuk El-Abyad and [KAM See Pee SS > 
the Turkish Bazzar. Re Si te : 
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Lo) HRM 


Description | Khan Shawaredee is built on top of crusader building, which supposedly was 
a crusader’s hostel. Dahar El-Omar built the Khan in 1749. This is one of the 
greatest buildings in Acre, and its courtyard is the largest open space in the 






old city. The Khan is used nowadays for merchants and most of it abandoned. 


Remarks Architectural and physical survey done. No conservation done. The courtyard 
is open to the public. 
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Location Khan A-Shune is 
located in the south 
part of the old city, 
near Khan EIl- 
Umdan and the small 
Hammam. 


Description | Khan A-Shune is the oldest Khan in Acre, and major parts of its ground floor — 
are from the crusader period. The Khan went through massive changes during 
the Ottoman period by Daher El-Omar and El-Jazar. In the past few years the 
western part of the Khan was destroyed and today it is abandoned. 


Remarks Architectural and physical survey done. No conservation done. The courtyard 
is open to the public. 















ee seeet 


The Khan in the crusader period 
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The Turkish Bazaar | 
_ AS 


Location The Turkish Bazaar is |_ At = Je a =) ( San: l/ Py ~ & 
located in the north y CTS | HULA if SAN 
part of the old city, WAY y= ee - pe: Sr 
south to the Seraya es ‘4 =" Fee rad J . 
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Description The Turkish Bazaar is a long straight street covered with cross vaults. The bazaar 
existence was not known throughout the years in spite of its impressive scale. The 
western part of the bazaar was only found in 1960-61, during a survey by A. 
Kesten. 





open to the public, although most of the shops are closed. 
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Architectural and physical survey never done. Rehabilitation done. The bazaar is 



















15 | Name _ | Shuk El-Abyad (the 
white market) 


Location Shuk El-Abyad is 
located in the north 
part of the old city, 
near Khan 
Shawardee and EI- 
Jazar Mosque. 
Ce AEE 


Description | Shuk El-Abyad was built by Daher El-Umar. It was destroyed in a fie ae ~ 
restored in 1817 by Suliman Pecha. This market was one of the most 
important monuments in Acre during the Ottoman period, because of its 
proximity to the Land Gate, which was the main entrance to the old city. 


Remarks Survey and conservation done in specific places. The market is open to the 
public, although most of the shops are closed. 
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| Name | Acre-Cabri 
| 


| The Aqueduct is = : ry 
located in the west : ee, 
part of the Upper ra 
Galilee, from north a 
to south along 14 ionf wy! Beit. 
km. ee ha’ emek 


Description | The Acre-Cabri Aqueduct was built by Suliman-Pecha in 1815 and 
functioned until 1950. This is the only aqueduct in Israel that remained 
almost complete. It is built as one architectural and physical unit. The 


aqueduct reflects the high living-quality that was in Acre in the Ottoman 
period. 


Remarks Architectural and physical survey and documentation done. Localized 
conservation carried out. 
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The Citadel 


a — FTI a on 
Location The citadel is located SD | mE 
on the northwest side > Z Ty 4 
of the old city. It is ij (Aes. | 
part of a large " i l | 
complex of public Aresb= ff S| Seah 
buildings along with ine 3 (4 
El-Jazar mosque, The | } anbimand ==} | 1B de aes ff 
Seraya and Hammam | } I-Bgaha A coos que fo 
El-Basha. : ) f= ey, LYS 
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Description 






The Citadel is the largest and the most important excavation in Acre. It functioned 
as the center of the crusader’s Hospitaller quarter. The citadel was built in stages 
and reached its peak towards the end of the crusader period in Acre. On top of the 


crusader level El-Jazar built his palace. The crusader level was not exposed until 
1990. 


Remarks Architectural and physical survey done. Conservation and reconstruction are still 
taking place. Part of the Citadel is open to the public. 
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The Templar Tunnel 


Location The Templar Tunnel 
is located in the 
southern part of the 
old city. 


Description | The lower part of the tunnel is carved through the bedrock and the upper part 
is built of hewn stones, above which 1s a half-barrel vault. The runs from the 
Templar fort in the west to the city port in the east, a distance of 350 m’; on 


the way it crosses the Pisan qurter. The tunnel was discovered in 1994. 


Remarks Survey and documentation carried out. The tunnel was prepared for public 
access, which included removal of debris, the installation of a pumping 
system to maintain a fixed groundwater level, a wooden walkway, and 


lighting. 
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El-Jazar Mosque 


Location El-Jazar Mosque is 
located in the 
northeast part of the | | 
old city. It is part of po 
a large complex of 
public buildings 


along with the | , edt’ I, SS. 
=u | LD ¥/ . 
Citadel, The Seraya | K¢ n a alle z 7 ‘ y, 


Woe A OY M 
and Hammam EI- u: lo ce RAGE, y) S 
Basha. | Titel tA / ~ ip Kate 


El-Jazar Mosque was built by El-Jazar in 1871, apparently on top of the 
remnants of “Saint Krucha’ Holy Cross Cathedral. This is one of the greatest 
and the most magnificent mosques in Israel. The open courtyard is surrounded 
by 45 small rooms that were used as living quarters for students. In 1804 El- 
Jazar was buried in the courtyard of the mosque. 
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Shazliya Mosque 


Location On the nothern part of 
the city, adjoining the 
citadel from the west. 
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Description | The Shazliya Mosque belongs to the Darwish stream of the Shazliya sect, 
named after the founder Yashroty, which has its world center in Acre. Ali nor 
A-Din el-Yashroty himself is buried in Acre next to the mosque, along with 


other members of his family. The mosque 1s a site for pilgrimage for the sect 


members in Israel Lebanon and Jordan. 
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Snan-Basha Mosque 


Location 


Description 





Snan-Basha Mosque 
is located in the 
south east part of the 
old city, near Khan 
El-Umdan and Khan 
El-Faranj. Those 
three building define 
the Fisherman’s 
Square. 


Snan-Basha Mosque was built in the 16" century, named after one of Tzfat 
governers. This is the first mosque to be built in Acre. It was frequently call 
‘The Sea Mosque’, because it is close to the port. The mosque was 
reconstructed during Suliman Pecha’s period. 
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Location Saint Andrews 
Church is located in 
the southwest part of 
the old city, not far 
from Khan A-Shune 
and the Maronite 
Church. 











29 | Name _| Saint Andrews — 
Pe Chak << RS 
Fd aes 





Description | Saint Andrews Church is a Greek Catholic church that was probably built 
during Daher El-Omar period. 
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Location St. George’s Church l ny PT tt | fi 
is located in the “al\=: | fy 












ETS 


middle of the old 
city, in Genua 
square. 
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Description 





church in Acre, assumed to be built in the 17 century. It is built on top of 
remnants of the crusader St. Leurentius church of the Genoese quarter. It was 
the greatest church in Acre during the is” century. 


Remarks Architectural and physical documentation and survey done. Conservation 
done. The building is closed to public and is used by the Greek-Orthodox. 
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Saint John’s Church 


Location Saint John’s Church 
is located in the 
south part of the old 
city, near the 
lighthouse and Burj 






Es-Sanjak. 





Saint John’s Church is a Catholic church which was built by the Fransiscanes 
in 1737. The church is based on vaults that protruded from the inner part of 
the sea wall. 


Description 
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Ha’ Ramahal Synagogue 


Location At the end of the Jews 
Street, near the market 
place. 










Description | The synagogue is located in a small structure at the end of the Jews street. 
The synagogue is named after Rabbi Moshe Hayim Lozatu, one of the most 
important cabalists of the 1s" century that lived in Acre. The synagogue 
served the Jewish population of the city until after the British mandate period. 





Remarks The synaogue underwent a restoration project in 1997. The synagoge may 
only be visited on application. 


Pictures 


The entrance to the Synagogue The entrance to the Synagogue 
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Description The Baha’ullah stayed in Abud House after being released from prison on 1870. He 
lived there for 7 years, during which he wrote his most important work, setting out 
the laws and precepts to be observed by Bahai adherents. From Abud House the 


Baha’ullah moved to el-Ba’ Haga estate where he died and was buried in 1892. 


Remarks Abud house underwent a conservation project, and is being maintained by the Bahai. 
Abud house is closed to the public. 
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Pictures 


Aerial view Abud house from the west (Ha’ Hagana St.) 
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Jabotinsky Tower 


Location Jabotinsky Tower is 
the northwest tower of 
the prison complex. 


Description Jabotinsky Tower was built (along with the rest of the Ottoman level of the prison) in 
~1790 by El-Jazar. During the Ottoman period the Baha’ulla was kept as a prisoner 
in that tower. During the British Mandate the prison was the main prison in Palestine 













and Jabotinsky (one of the Israeli underground leaders) was kept as a prisoner in the 


tower. 

Remarks Architectural and physical documentation and survey done. The building is under 
conservation, and closed to public in this stage. The second floor of the Tower is 
intended for presenting the Baha’ullah’s prison cell. 
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There are about 43 fountains in the old city of Acre. Some of them are old and some of them 
are modern. Few of the fountains shown in this map no longer exist. This map shows the 
location of all the fountains in Acre, after an extensive inventory survey was carried out. Only 


few of the fountains in Acre underwent conservation treatment. 


Fountains in Acre 
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Fountains location 


Khan Shawardee courtyard. The fountain went through conservation. 
The magical gardens near the citadel. The fountain went through conservation. 
Near the Shazaliee Mosque. 

Beit-Abud Bahai house courtyard. 

Sinan-Basha Mosque courtyard. 

Abdalla square. The fountain is no longer existing. 
Genua square. The fountain is no longer existing. 
Khan El-Umdan courtyard. 

El-Zaituna Mosque. 

El-Jazzar Mosque fenced courtyard. 

El-Jazzar Mosque. 

El-Jazar Mosque main entrance. 

El-Jazzar Mosque. 

Fahar A-Din. 

El-Ramal Mosque courtyard wall. 

Near Shazaliee Mosque. 

El-Magadleh Mosque. 

Sinan Basha Mosque. 

Prison tower. 

Abu-Christo Gallery. 

By steps at narrow street junction. 

North Moat. 

Youth Hostel. 

Large domestic. 

St. Andrew’s Church courtyard. 

Square, road junction. 

Beit-Abud Bahai house courtyard. 

Venice square, along Mosque Sinan Basha. 

Small square. 

The quarter junction. 

Junction of alleys. 

At street junction, near Hammam E!I-Basha. 

Genua square. The fountain is no longer existing. 
El-Ramal Mosque, entrance passage. 

Abu-Christo restaurant, near the Sea Gate. The fountain is no longer existing. 
Khan El-Faranj. The fountain is no longer existing. 
Khan A-Shune. The fountain is no longer existing. 
Prison courtyard. The fountain is no longer existing. 
Prison. 

The magical gardens near the citadel. 

The magical gardens near the citadel. 

Near the east fortifications. 

Near the Shuk El-Abyad (The White Market). 
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